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Did you make our
Christmas list?
Find out on Page 4

Shooting death sparks activist campaign
ZIRCONIA ALLYNE AND
MICHAEL MCKAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A crowd of people marched
down Market Street in Louisville toward The Gillespie, the
club where WKU senior Cheryl
Williamson was shot and killed
on Nov. 25.
The night before the march, a
group gathered in front of the
building, many wearing “have
hope” hoodies — a slogan referencing Williamson’s Twitter

name — while lighting candles
in remembrance of her life.
By Sunday’s march, it had
been seven days since she was
killed. Among the supporters
was Williamson’s aunt, Juanita Adams, who said Williamson’s death was taking a toll on
her.
“It’s hard,” Adams said. “It
gets rougher every day. Today,
we had to go view the body,
and it was hard on her mother,
but I’m trying to be strong for
her.”

English class
‘decency' policy
causes concern
SHELBY ROGERS

The person responsible for
their loss still hasn’t come forward. Christina Moore, who
became close to Williamson
while at WKU in 2008, believes
more people saw the incident
that night after the party.
“They’re just scared to come
forward,” she said. “But I have
hope that justice will be served
soon. As you can see, more
people are hurt — more than
just her immediate family and
friends.”
SEE MARCH PAGE 7

The crowd at Cheryl Williamson's march parts to let Donetta Williamson, Cheryl’s mother, through outside The Gillespie in Louisville on Sunday. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

the problem with

parking

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Dale Blair, of Bowling Green, writes a ticket for a car left in Creason lot after the designated lot closing time. Blake retired from the Bowling Green Police Department after 25 years of service and is now a campus parking enforcer. JOSHUA LINDSEY/HERALD

Parking a constant struggle for students
CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Last fall, WKU’s total student
enrollment reached 21,048.
Of those 21,048 students,
about 12,000 purchased a
parking permit from WKU
Parking and Transportation
Services.

SEE DRESS CODE PAGE 8

And if by chance all 12,000 of
those students decided they
wanted to park on campus at
the same time, almost 6,000
students would be out of luck,
according to data provided by
Parking and Transportation
Services.
Parking, or the lack thereof,

is a hot topic on campus, one
that Jennifer Tougas, the director of PTS, is fully aware of.
“We have expanded (parking) capacity since the year
2000 certainly, but in the past
few years, we’ve been breaking
even,” she said.
SEE PARKING PAGE 6

“

When William Hyde saw the syllabus for his English 200 course, he
expected to find a reading list, not a
decency list.
That’s exactly what the Nashville junior discovered as he looked over instructor Gary Crump’s syllabus for the
first time, and it shocked him.
“I was appalled by the strong wording of a decency policy, something I’d
never seen before in a syllabus,” he
said. “Honestly, I was offended by its
sexism.”
The decency policy mentions examples of inappropriate dress, students
being unable to return to class until
dressed properly, and inappropriate
dress potentially affecting a student's
participation grade.
Hyde dropped the class in the first
couple of weeks of the semester. The
English major said he felt Crump
seemed to hold a grudge for openly
having an issue with the syllabus.
Hyde also said he later discovered he
didn’t need to take the class.
A current student, who wished to
remain anonymous, said she was
shocked when she read the syllabus
but said the dress code has become
less of an issue after the first weeks of
class.
“My response to his syllabus was
kind of shocking when I heard he had
that policy because when kids go to
college that’s the one thing they enjoy, being able to dress the way they
like with no restrictions,” she said in
an email. “At first I thought it was going

Student pursues degree despite Stage 4 cancer
ELLA BURNSIDE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

“I’ve never had a cigarette in my life, but I have
lung cancer,” Robbie
Boarman, a father of two
and a civil engineering
student from Owensboro, said.
The 25-year-old is

working to complete
his last two semesters
of school while battling
stage four adenocarcinoma.
Adenocarcinoma is a
non-small cell lung cancer that is most often
seen in non-smokers.
Boarman was diagnosed with cancer the

Thursday before classes
started this semester
when a small lump on
his neck, similar to the
size of a swollen lymph
node, failed to go away
after a few weeks.
Visits with doctors and
several tests revealed
that the problem was
lung cancer that had

metastasized, or spread.
This cancer, doctors told
him, was not a rapidlygrowing cancer.
Based on his age and
lack of family history,
doctors said the cause
was likely an unknown
chemical
exposure.
SEE PURSUE PAGE 7

“

'There are two ways you can
go about this: You can either
be a victim, or you can be an
inspiration.' I'm definitely
not going to be a victim.

— Robbie Boarman
Owensboro senior

TUE. 68˚/ 39˚
WED. 72˚/ 61˚
THU. 78˚/ 63˚

SIGNING SANTA
SEE PAGE 5

HURDLES BUILD
CHARACTER
SEE PAGE 7

VOLLEYBALL
SEASON ENDS
SEE SPORTS PAGE 12
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New program hopes to help
students close to graduation
SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU’s Office of Enrollment Management has a
new $5,000 grant to use
to help students graduate.
The Kentucky Council
on Postsecondary Education gave out the grant
as a part of their “Stronger by Degrees” initiative,
which seeks to help “near
completers.”
“Near completers” are
students who have accumulated 75 or more of
the credit hours needed
for graduation, according to the grant proposal
request.
Joelle Davis-Carter, vice
president of Enrollment
Management, wrote the
request to create a program that has direct contact with these students
through peer-to-peercoaching.
“Essentially, we have
about 616 undergraduate students (with) more
than 75 percent of their
credit hours and have
filed for graduation that
haven’t declared a major,” Carter said. “This
program should allow
students to benefit from
just extended support

from student success
coaches.”
Carter said the proposed Student Success
Coaching program allows student leaders who
are doing well academically and are on track to
graduation to help advise
a “cluster” of five to seven
of the near completers
as the graduation date
draws nearer.
“Time is of the essence
with this program,” Carter said.
Carter said the $5,000
grant, along with an additional $5,000 the university is required to
match by CPE standards,
will allow for 20 to 25 student success coaches to
be paid at $400 per year.
She said those who
are accepted as success
coaches will undergo rigorous training from various offices, such as the
Academic Advising and
Retention Center.
As for the near completers, Carter said she
can’t require anyone to
sign up, but she said she’ll
continue encouraging
students to take advantage of the opportunities
available to them.
Brian Meredith, associate president of Enroll-

Crime reports
Reports
• Police cited freshman
Kagen Chase Thise,
Pearce Ford Tower, for
possession of marijuana
and drug paraphernalia
on Dec. 2.
• Freshman Brianna Barber, PFT, reported a harassment complaint involving another student
on Dec. 2.
• Senior Curtis SpratteLennington, McCormack
Hall, reported the theft of
his Kindle Fire on Dec. 2.
The estimated value of
the stolen item is $200.

• Freshman
Jordan
Douglas, McCormack,
reported $47 stolen from
his wallet on Nov. 30.
Arrests
• Police arrested Bowling
Green sophomore Grayson Sizemore for failure
to signal and DUI on Dec.
2.
• Police arrested Tiffany
Dumars for disorderly
conduct and resisting arrest on Dec. 1.
• Police arrested Louisville senior Lauren Conkin for careless driving
and DUI on Nov. 30.

ment Management, said
he’s encouraged by Carter’s grant, particularly
because Carter has been
working for the university less than six months.
“Enrollment Management sees this grant as
the beginning of our pursuit of external funding
to support our retention
goals,” Meredith said. “In
the coming months, we
will work to assess our
current programs and
look for creative, innovative new practices to
support our goal of success for every student we
admit to WKU.”
Carter said she will use
whatever data she gets
from the first year of this
program as a “barometer” in further developing
the program. Carter said
she wants the program to
teach students to “hone
and own” their academic
and career goals.
"My hope is that this
program will not only
guide and coach students to graduation in
a meaningful way, but
they’re also walking
across the stage with degree in hand and a good
idea of where they’re going next,” she said.

Corrections
In the Nov. 30 issue,
Daniel Moore was incorrectly identified as
31 years old. He is 33.
Richard Fontenot was
incorrectly identified as
a co-founder of the store.
Fontenot is a co-owner
with Moore.
The College Heights
Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are
brought to reporters’ or
editors’ attention.
Please call 745-6011 or
745-5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com.
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Nursing students balance night shifts, school
LIZ GEIMAN
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

For many college students, a typical
weeknight includes homework, watching TV and being asleep by midnight.
But at 11 p.m., Sami Crider’s evening
isn’t even halfway over.
The Louisville senior has been working the night shift at Greenview Regional Hospital for more than a year-and-ahalf.
Crider, a certified nursing assistant,
said her job includes helping patients
through the night.
The shift, which is from 7 p.m. to 7:30
a.m., is different from working during
the day because most of the patients
are sleeping. Crider said there is an occasional confused patient or someone
who needs help.
Because the night shift is typically
slower than the day shift, Crider has
time for homework. But with the
change of seasons comes a change of
pace in the hospital.
“There are more patients in the winter because of the snow,” she said. “We
get a lot more older patients.”
A busier shift means more hands-on
experience for Crider, who will graduate in December 2013.
“It definitely gives me an edge up on
people who don’t have the experience,”

she said.
Crider said she also gets to know her
patients better than she would if she
worked the day shift.
Although she is gaining vital experience, Crider said the workload can be
stressful sometimes. Somewhere between classes, work and extracurricular
activities, she has to find time to sleep.
“It is the hardest part — not getting
enough sleep,” she said.
Getting enough sleep is a big factor
for McKinney senior Emily Moore, who
worked a night shift at the hospital over
fall break.
“It was a lot slower than the day
shift because everyone was sleeping,”
Moore said. “I was bored out of my
mind.”
Moore said she won’t be able to work
the shift all the time, nor would she
want to.
“I’ll probably have to do it at some
point, but I dread doing it,” she said.
For many nursing students, the night
shift is particularly challenging because
of the heavy workload within the nursing program. For Crider, school takes
priority before work.
“I’ve had to call in when I have too
much work to do,” Crider said.
Richmond senior Danelle Johnson
worked the night shift at The Medical
Center in Bowling Green.

DELO scholars requesting
bras for Cuba

Louisville senior Sami Crider works during the night shift at Greenview Regional
Hospital in Bowling Green. JOSHUA LINDSEY/HERALD
Johnson, who is a friend of Crider and
also a nursing student, can relate to the
busy nature of balancing school and
work. She said the 12-hour shifts were
the most challenging.
“The first few hours are fast-paced,
and then in the middle of the night, it
starts to slow down, and you start to get
tired,” she said.
But Johnson said the night shift was
convenient for her school schedule.

WKU wraps up first semester
with new gun policy
MARY ANNE ANDREWS
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

The team knew what they wanted to
collect — it was just a matter of how to
go about it. They came up with the sloThe campus was peppered with fliers gan ‘Got bras?’
asking for gently used bras last Mon“We thought about what would be
day. The Facebook campaign “Bras 4 cute to catch eyes,” Kennedy said. “We
Cuba” was kicked off in the name of wanted a DIY look (for the fliers).”
charity.
Ingram and Kennedy both said they
Louisville seniors Tracy Jo Ingram didn’t know what to expect when they
and Meg Kennedy are collecting “extra kicked off their campaign.
feminine” products for a study abroad
Once the event hit Facebook, it took
trip during winter term. In conjunc- off. Ingram said they started hearing
tion with the Gender & Women’s Stud- from a lot of women. Family members
ies program,
in other states began sending items,
Ingram and Kennedy will deliver
and the girls set up several collection
bras and feminine hygiene products
areas in Louisville. There is also a sororto a rural health clinic in Cuba.
ity at the University of Kentucky that
In order to fund the trip, Ingram has decided to collect feminine items
and Kennedy wrote essays to receive for Kennedy and Ingram.
a scholar“It’s so overship from
whelming,”
Division of
Kennedy
Ex t e n d e d
said.
We want to collect
Learning &
On
camOutreach, more than we could
pus, collecIngram
tion
boxes
ever expect.
said.
are located in
“On conthe Women’s
— Meg Kennedy
tingency of
Studies ofLouisville Senior
the DELO
fice and the
scholarEnglish deship we must complete a service proj- partment’s office. Donors can request
ect,” Ingram said.
special pick-up if they can’t get to a doBecause of her passion for women’s nation box.
rights, she decided to do something for
“Bras 4 Cuba” isn’t the only service
the women of Cuba.
project for Cuba. Another group of stu“There are no women shelters,” In- dents is collecting hotel and samplegram said. “We knew we could do the sized soaps and shampoos.
basics — pads, tampons, bras.”
“We just thought we would do it all
Meg Kennedy said a few acquain- out,” Ingram said.
tances, who had been to Cuba, exThe pair will be donating all the
pressed a concern for women, saying items to a health clinic in Las Terrazas,
that it was hard to come by undergar- Pinar Del Rio.
ments and even hard to find hygiene
“We want to collect more than we
products.
could ever expect,” Kennedy said.

MACIENA JUSTICE

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

“If I worked the day shift, which is
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., I wouldn’t be able
to go to classes,” she said.
Crider will continue to work late
nights until she graduates. She is unsure if she will switch to day shifts when
she doesn’t have classes anymore.
Whatever she chooses, Crider said the
experience offered lessons in nursing,
time management and an appreciation
of sleep.

This fall marked the first semester students have been allowed to have guns
and other weapons in their vehicles on
campus. After the Kentucky Supreme
Court ruled that public universities
couldn’t ban guns from cars on campus,
WKU had to change its policy.
Prior to July 27, students were not allowed to have guns on campus in any
capacity. The new policy allows students with valid concealed carry licenses to keep weapons in their cars, in plain
sight.
Students who don’t have licenses may
still have the weapons in their cars and
campus lots but must keep them in a
concealed vehicle-manufactured location such as a glove compartment, center console or seat pocket, according to
the policy.
This is where Georgetown junior JD
Biddle keeps his handgun.
Biddle said while he waits for his concealed carry license to arrive he keeps
his guns out of sight. He said he keeps
the handgun in his car for self-defense.
“I’ve been in some real situations,” he
said. “I feel like it’s better to have it and
not need it.”
He said although these situations
have not turned violent, he was glad he
was prepared. Biddle said he has completed concealed carry and National
Rifle Association classes that make him
feel well-equipped to handle a gun.
“You want to de-escalate the situation,” he said. “You don’t just pull guns
on people. They taught me what’s acceptable and what’s not and how to stay
within the law.”
Biddle said although he wants to follow the law, he kept his gun in his car
before the policy changed and felt that
he had a right to.

“I really believe in the right to bear
arms,” he said. “I wasn’t showing it off.
A firearm is just a tool. Educate yourself
and handle them safely.”
Biddle doubts the policy changed
student behavior much. Students who
want to keep a gun in their car probably
already did, he said.
Bowling Green sophomore Gabe Baker said he also kept his gun in his truck
before the policy changed.
“I’m not going to shoot anybody with
it,” he said of the hunting rifle he’s kept
in his backseat since high school.
Baker has never felt the need to defend himself with a gun on campus. He
said his gun is strictly for sport.
“You never know when someone will
invite you to go hunting after class,” he
said.
Starting with his first .22 rifle called a
“chipmunk,” hunting and gun education became a tradition in Baker’s family.
“It can teach you how to be quiet and
listen,” he said. “It instills the past in the
future. And it teaches you responsibility.”
Los Angeles junior Krystin Avakian
said although she’s not against owning
a gun, she believes the presence of guns
on campus will lead to more violence.
Avakian said she doesn’t feel the need
to have a gun on campus. Her pepper
spray is enough.
“I don’t think I would be able to shoot
anyone anyway,” she said.
Because she does not own a car, Avakian is not allowed to have a gun on
campus. Although this doesn’t bother
her, she doesn’t think it’s fair.
As a transfer student from Glendale
Community College in Glendale, Calif.,
she said she feels safer in Bowling Green
in some ways.
“You need to be careful wherever you
are,” she said.
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Opinion
EDITORIAL

happy hilladays:
The Herald fulfills your holiday wish list
THE ISSUE: We at the Herald
feel it is better to give than to
receive. You, dear readers, have
given us a semester of news
and excitement. We got you a
little something in return. Just
try not to spend it all in one
place, OK?
OUR STANCE: We made our list
and checked it twice, but we
seem to have misplaced the
receipts. Enjoy!

T

o the “Ghost Hunters,”
we give you the gift of The
Google. Try fact checking a little bit next time.
For coach Willie Taggart,
we'll take you out for a bowl of
Panda Express’ finest orange
chicken and fried rice. Just in
case something goes wrong
with this whole Pizza Bowl
thing.
WKU students, we give you a
$50 deal for a ticket and a ride
to the Pizza Bowl. Oh, wait.
That wasn't us, was it?
Provost Gordon Emslie, you
have earned a Gold Star ++ for
all your new ideas this semester. Maybe if you keep it up,
one of them just might work.
To the more than 800 women who will live in Pearce Ford
Tower next fall, we lined up a
contract with Bravo for your
own reality show: “The Real
Co-eds of PFT.” Watch what
happens, Toppers.

To the future men of Poland
Hall, we give you 23 floors of
ladies. (You can thank us later.)
Claire Donahue, we would
like to give you another gold
medal for really stretching out
those 15 minutes of fame.
Sun Belt Commissioner Karl
Benson, we present you with
Transitions Lenses. The conference’s future isn’t looking so
bright now, is it?
To all the UK fans on the Hill
— we give you basketball season. You’re welcome.
For the hungry students at
South Campus, we give you
one of our Subway restaurants.
Actually, go ahead take an Izzi’s
(but only the one from DUC).
To the “pop” bombers and
mask burners of WKU, here’s
a Furby. Now go run along and
do something less destructive
with your time. Maybe a college degree?
Dining Services and Aramark, you get a calendar and
a clock. We can tell you misplaced yours.
To Miss Kentucky USA contestant Whitney Beckner, who
took a tumble in Van Meter
during pageant rehearsal, we
got a pair of super presh flats
for you. Just remember — if
you can’t walk in them, don’t
wear them.
PCAL students, we got you
on the list!
For the men of Sigma Phi Ep-

silon fraternity, here’s a vacuum and some air freshener. Try
to take better care of your new
house.
SGA, here's a bluebook.
Sorry we're regifting the only
thing you gave us this year.

Finally, to our wonderful university president, Gary. We’ve
arranged for your on-air debut
on BET. Your mad rap skills
blew us away in that “Hilltopper of the Century” video.
We just hope your New Year’s

resolutions will include some
dance lessons.
This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Herald's 13-member editorial
board.

PEOPLE POLL
“What is on your Christmas wish list?”

“I have an iPhone, but I have a four
and I would like a five. And for everyone to have a happy holiday.”

“A ticket to Bonnaroo.”
-Brent Eberhard,
Brentwood, Tenn. senior

“It’s a Fitbit and it’s something that
tracks your calories, strides, sleeping
patterns and BMI. I’m a runner so I
figured it would help me a lot.”

-Brandon Barber,
Lexington freshman

-Emily Ripberger,
Alexandria freshman

“A trip to Italy. I’m going to Europe
for four months in the spring and so
a trip to Italy and a new pair of yoga
pants.”
-Olivia Sharp,
Louisville sophomore

Have an opinion?
Want everybody to
know it?
There's still time to submit a commentary or a letter to the editor.
Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words and commentaries should be around
500.
Deadline is 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, and there's
only one more issue this
semester, so get to it, Tops!
Send submissions to
opinion@wkuherald.com

college heights herald
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Demetrius Freeman*
photo editor

Caitlin Herrington*
managing editor

Dorothy Edwards*
assis't photo editor

Michael McKay*
news editor

Peyton Hobson*
design editor

Cameron Koch*
assis't news editor

Joanna Williams*
opinion editor

Zirconia Alleyne*
diversions editor

Darren Vogt*
cartoonist

Brad Stephens*
sports editor

Monica Spees*
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advertising manager
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the Student Publications
Center on Normal Street.

CONTACT US
Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.
com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 421011084

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries on
topics of public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and

commentaries MUST include your
name, phone number, home town
and classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald does
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Deaf children sign their wish lists to Santa
ANNA ANDERSON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Pop music and holiday standards thumped through the
speakers at the Skate Box on
Saturday morning as Christmas-clad WKU American Sign
Language students and members of the Bowling Green
area’s deaf community rolled
around the rink.
The WKU American Sign
Language Organization and
friends held the fourth annual
“Signing Santa.”
The event was both a celebration and an opportunity
for deaf and hard-of-hearing
children to be themselves
by socializing and signing
their Christmas lists to Santa
Claus.
Four years ago, Regina Priddy, a retired mother of three
who was then enrolled in an
ASL course, had an idea. Her

husband, Thomas Priddy, had
dressed up as Santa for children at Dishman-McGinnis
Elementary School in Bowling Green for years. He even
donned the Santa suit and
rode his motorcycle around
their neighborhood.
“That’s what Christmas is
about — it’s about the kids,”
Thomas said.
That year, when Regina was
unpacking Thomas’ costume
for the holiday season, she
wondered how deaf and hardof-hearing children who communicated using ASL talked to
Santa when they sat on his lap.
She asked Ashley Fox, an assistant professor of communications disorders at WKU and
the faculty sponsor of WKU
ASLO, and Fox said Priddy
should research and find out
for herself.
Priddy said children who are
deaf or hard-of-hearing usu-

college heights

HERALD
CLASSIFIEDS

advertising@wkuherald.com
Classifieds Manager: Courtney Cook

FOR RENT
For rent: Clean three bedroom apt. near 13th
and Center. Close to Campus. $480 plus deposit.
No pets 846-2358

HELP WANTED
Part-time Law Clerk
Year round in personal injury law office.
Send resume and transcript to:
Attn: Law Clerk Position
607 E 10th Ave
Bowling Green, KY 42102

ally have a parent help them
write a list for Santa, or the parents interpret.
“I said, ‘Santa Claus is supposed to know all languages,’”
Priddy said.
She and other members of
WKU ASLO hurried to put on
the first “Signing Santa” that
year. Since then, the event has
grown and become a part of
the deaf community around
Bowling Green.
M.J. Harris and her three
daughters have been to “Singing Santa” for the past three
years.
Harris’s oldest daughter,
Abriana Norris, is deaf. The
13-year-old attends Glasgow
Middle School, where she is a
member of the art club.
Though it’s hard for Norris,
her mother and her two little
sisters to attend other events
the WKU ASLO because they
live in Glasgow, she said she

HELP WANTED
BUSINESS MANAGER
For PI Attorney.
BS degree or experience
in accounting/ medicare.
Students considered.
Full benefits. Resume &
transcript to
allyson@florastuart.com
High Powered Promotions
is seeking students to join
our production team.
We are looking for dynamic
people with these qualities:
Creativity
Leadership Skills
Set Design Skills
Script Writing Skills
Film Production Skills
Camera Operations Skills

Forensics or Computer Investigation needed, pay
negotiable. 859-420-3918, 270-904-3219.
Call before 3 pm. Ask for Allison.

Sound and Lighting Skills
Knowledge of all aspects of
commercial production

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads,
especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College
Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

WKUHERALD.COM

This is a paid position that
will build your resume for
future endeavors and could
possibly turn into a full
time position with High
Powered Promotions.
Contact HPP directly at
270.535.1693

Bardstown junior Kelsey Sympson signs with Santa at the Skate Box
on Saturday. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
will always come to “Signing
Santa.”
“It’s fun signing with my
friends and new people,” Norris signed while Harris interpreted.
The crowd at “Signing Santa”
was smaller than members of
WKU ASLO had intended, possibly because of the Christmas

parade downtown happening
at the same time. But rollerskating, pizza and Christmas
cheer abounded.
For Priddy, the mission of
“Signing Santa” has been simple since the first year.
“If only one person signed
to Santa, then it was worth it,”
she said.
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PARKING CITATION HOT SPOTS

HEAT RATING
(total fines from 2011-2012)

$39,550 $17,875 $10,850 $10,520 $9,525 $8,525
Mimosa Minton Regent PFT Creason Hilltop
Lot
Lot
Circle Gated
Lot
Drive

AARON DREXLER/HERALD

The problem with parking
PARKING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Roughly 6,000 parking spaces exist on main campus, Tougas said. Next year, however,
will be a different story.
Dennis Cain, transportation analyst for PTS, said main
campus will lose about 450
parking spaces next year.
The Student Life Foundation
gravel lot on Kentucky Street is
being converted into another
Housing and Residence Life
Apartment Complex. The athletic department is taking the
back end of Creason lot, about
242 spaces, and converting it
into a tennis complex.
“Parking is going to get real
interesting next year,” Cain
said.
Tougas said rarely is all of
campus 100 percent full and
that PTS oversells permits with
the goal of being at 95 percent
occupancy.

TOTAL CITATIONS
2012
(15,524)

2011
(16,677)

2010
(18,808)

2009
(20,042)

2008
(19,641)

2007
(20,275)

Source: Parking and
Transportation Services
data
Commuter lots, where there
is more coming and going
among students, are oversold
sometimes as much as double
or triple the amount of actual
parking spaces, Tougas said.
PTS makes approximately $1
million annually from selling
parking permits, which helps
to fund the department, Tougas said.
“At our peak, we still have
empty spaces on campus,”
Tougas said. “Now it’s not outside (Mass Media and Technology Hall), but we have
empty parking on campus.
“We still hear that there isn’t
enough parking in the springtime, and I look outside, and I
see 500 empty spaces on campus,” Tougas said. “It’s convenience.
“We do not have a means to
break the laws of physics. Only
one car can occupy a space at
a given point in time.”
It’s that convenience and
lack of education about per-

mit parking zones that contributes to students, faculty,
staff and visitors receiving
parking citations from parking
illegally, she said.
Data provided from PTS revealed that from July 2011 to
the end of June 2012, PTS issued more than 15,000 parking citations equaling more
than $244,000 in fines. Students received 10,000 citations
— the vast majority.
Convenient parking lots in
close proximity to campus,
such as Mimosa lot on Normal Drive, are routinely filled
to capacity. Mimosa, a small
parking lot compared to many
on campus, racked up 2,376
citations last year. Creason, a
much larger and less convenient parking area, received
538 citations.
Cain said Mimosa is especially crowded in the evening
as students from off campus
flock to night classes in Gary
Ransdell Hall, MMTH and Academic Complex.
“We want to accommodate
the people who bought permits,” Cain said. “If we relax it,
that means that anybody who
didn’t have a permit in the evenings could park there for free,
and the ones who had permits
are, well, you’re just sitting on
your ass and waiting.”
Enforcement Officer David
Roach includes Mimosa on
his list of parking hot spots,
also including Old Fort lot at
the top of the hill between Potter Hall and Garret Conference
Center. Roach said traditionally areas in front of Downing
University Center have caused
problems, but construction
on the building has eliminated demand for parking in the
area.
Half of the total number
of citations, about 7,500, are
warnings without a fine attached.
“We realize, particularly
freshmen the first time they’ve
been on campus, this is the
first time they’ve been told
where they can and can’t
park,” Tougas said. “I understand there’s a learning curve
there…when do you need a
permit, when don’t you need a
permit. We try and get compliance through education, and
the warning is part of that process.”
The education process
seems to be working. Citations
numbers in the past five years
have continually dropped.
In 2010, PTS issued almost
19,000 citations, and in 2009
issued more than 20,000.
Safety violations, such as
parking in a fire lane or handicap spot, are automatic tickets,
Roach said. Expired parking
meters will also give students
an automatic fine. Failure to
display a permit or parking in
the wrong zone, especially for
a first time offender, often results in a warning, Roach said.
Tougas said probably about
80 percent of people that buy

a permit are never seen by PTS
again. It’s the other 20 percent
that cause the problem, she
said.
“It takes an effort, honestly,
to receive multiple citations
and then eventually a boot
if they continue down that
path,” she said. “I don’t know
why they choose to park the
way they do, but they do.”
There are many repeat offenders who receive citations
so often that PTS staff members know them by name. After three unpaid tickets of any
kind, the next time a violation
occurs the offending car is
booted.
Bowling Green senior Jay
Armfield is one such student.
He said he’s paid hundreds of
dollars in PTS fines throughout his college career, mostly
in the form of paying for expired parking meters. Armfield, who’s also received multiple boots, said the fines seem
higher than they should be.
“You get an expired meter in
Chicago, its 10 bucks,” Armfield said. “An expired meter
on Western’s campus is $25…
that seems like a little bit of a
distortion to me.”
Roach, a retired police officer, said there are sometimes
people who continue to receive ticket after ticket.
“We had one guy — this was
years ago — and he had over
100 paid tickets…he paid off
over 100 tickets,” Roach said.
Roach said four officers patrol campus for parking violations during the day and write
about 25-35 tickets a day. It
is the two night shift officers
who write the majority of tickets, ranging from 50 to 60 per
night, he said.
Confrontations between officers and students are rare, he
said.
“Some people will get upset,
but surprisingly, it’s the minority of people,” Roach said.
“Most people accept they’ve
made a mistake and go on.
You do run into some people
who are immature….We don’t

argue with them. We just say,
‘Hey, if you don’t like the ticket,
you can appeal it online, that’s
the process. But the ticket’s
wrote now and there’s nothing
I can do about it.’”
However, Armfield said rude
enforcement officers have
confronted him, and he complained about them to PTS.
“I understand some of them
are retired cops, and I respect
them for that,” he said. “But,
you know, they aren’t police
officers anymore. They don’t
have the power of a badge to
be a dickhead to people for no
reason.”
Most of the parking violations come from students,
visitors or faculty parking in
zones that their permits don’t
allow for. Roach said failure to
display a permit and expired
parking meters are the second- and third-most common
violations.
More parking on campus
could solve some parking issues. Tougas said the university and PTS have invested close
to $22 million in parking since
2000, but that options for future expansion are limited.
“Our opportunities to expand parking is very limited
at this point,” Tougas said.
“We’ve run out of land.”
Tougas said it would cost
about $9 million to build another parking deck, $9 million
the university doesn’t have to
spare under recent state budget cuts to postsecondary education.
One solution to the parking
problem is off-campus transit
services, such as the bus lines.
“Don’t even get in your car,”
Tougas said. “Hop on the bus,
let us take you to campus.”
She said that in a PTS survey,
off-campus transit was high
on the list of student requests.
“We can continue to spend
millions of dollars on parking,
but it’s a lot easier if we intercept the student before they
get in their car,” Tougas said.
Another option is making
existing parking lots more ef-
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Parking citations
2011-2012
Source: Parking and
Transportation Services
data
ficient, in terms of creating
more parking space in existing
lots and reducing the number
of citations in a given area by
fine-tuning the purpose of lots
on campus.
“When we really take a look
at some of those hot spots and
say, ‘Let’s take a look at what
needs we are trying to serve,
what do we need to do to the
area?’” Tougas said. “How can
we allocate the spaces, how
can we design this space better, how can we sign it better,
does it need additional paint,
what is it that we need to do to
make it function better? We’ve
made quite a few of those
changes throughout campus.
That’s been very effective in
reducing the number of citations we issue.”
Armfield said one way to
improve parking on campus
for students would be to increase the number of meters,
increase the time until they
expire from 45 minutes to one
hour and to reduce the fines
to a more manageable $10 or
$15.
“I don’t understand Western’s mindset or who makes
those decisions, but obviously
they don’t take the students'
interest in mind,” Armfield
said.

Parking and Transportation Services monitor David Roach gives a warning ticket to a car parked
in Mimosa lot. Roach is a retired police officer and has been working for WKU PTS for eight years.
RAE EMARY/HERALD
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Assistant dean says he
wasn't model student
in undergrad
Andrew
McMichael,
assistant dean of the Potter College of Arts and
Letters, didn’t have the
model undergraduate
career at George Mason University in Fairfax
County, Virginia.
“It took me 10 years to
get my undergrad degree,” McMichael said.
“That’s not the best example for how to get
your degree, and it was
mostly because I wasn’t
ready to be in school.”
In the years he worked
on getting his degree and
before coming to WKU,
McMichael worked as
a bouncer at clubs, ran
security for a band, sold
encyclopedias door to
door and worked as a
blacksmith.
“I always knew that I
wanted to be a teacher,”
he said. “So it wasn’t a

complete lack of focus.
I knew what I wanted to
do, I just needed to be in
the right place.”
Before beginning college, McMichael lived
in southern California
and played water polo
for a junior international
team. McMichael said
the idea behind junior
international teams is
that they are supposed
to create people who can
play in the Olympics.
“But I was too small,”
he said. “When I was
competing at the highest
competition level I competed at (in 1985), I was
5’10” (and) 160 pounds.”
In 1988, which would
have been McMichael’s
year to compete at the
Olympics, the average
height and weight of the
Olympic team was 6’2”
and 220 pounds. McMichael set city records as
a swimmer but was still
too small to compete

professionally.
While in college, McMichael worked every
odd job he could find,
and while on breaks
from school he worked
as a bouncer in Boulder,
Colo.
“I worked as a stage
door guard for a
rock'n’roll band called
Little Feat,” he said. “I
got the job because I was
a bouncer. I worked for
them when they would
come to Boulder.”
When the band came
through Colorado for
the last time, they invited
McMichael to go on tour
with them as their bodyguard. He said standing
in front of the bus was a
kind of watershed moment for him. He chose
not to get on because
he knew if he did, the
rock’n’roll lifestyle would
consume him.
“It was a good decision,” he said. “I would

Andrew McMichael is the interim department head for the English Department and
assistant dean of Potter College. Previously he has worked as a bartender, bouncer
and cook. His favorite previous job was working with kindergarten students. “It’s
nice when the hardest thing you have to worry about is making sure that every kid
has the same amount of snacks,” he said. SAMMY JO HESTER/HERALD
definitely make the same
decision again. But it was
tempting.”
McMichael chose instead to pursue teaching, a career he said he
always knew he wanted.
“Andrew is one of the
most energetic, focused,
and hard-working people I know,” Kate Hudepohl, a friend of McMichael's and associate
professor of folk studies
and anthropology, said.

“He is serious and professional when the situation demands it, but
he also has a wonderful
sense of humor.”
Hudepohl said that, as
a coworker, she respects
McMichael’s work ethic
and his willingness to
take on difficult leadership positions.
“I suspect that those
qualities, coupled with
his creative nature, are
what make his courses

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Cancer was found in Boarman’s lungs, brain, esophagus and neck.
“I had five tumors in my
brain, and a couple of doctors were surprised that I was
completely symptomless,” he
said.
Boarman and his wife traveled to several hospitals in
Houston, Nashville, Louisville and Bowling Green but
were dissatisfied with the
treatment they received from
some of the doctors.
The hospitals in Houston
and Nashville said Boarman
could not get in to see a doctor for two weeks. With Stage
4 cancer and two children
at home, Boarman said that
was not good enough. It was
doctors in Louisville who ultimately earned his respect.
“I have a cousin who is doing her residency at U of L,
and she had doctors calling
me within 24 hours of my diagnosis,” he said. “The doctors in Louisville told me to go
somewhere close to home.”
Louisville doctors told
Boarman there was nothing
that they could do for him
that a hospital closer to home

I was...
Each Tuesday, the College
Heights Herald brings you
a story from professors,
faculty or staff before they
came to WKU.

to keep going on.”
Her eventual goal is to
get a law passed requiring party promoters to
have security and police
patrol outside the club
ensuring that no altercations take place. Drake
said metal detectors and
wands would help limit
gun violence.
“If there was enough
security and police out
on the outside, this
would’ve never happened,” she said.

“

PURSUE

Before

High School. The pair
started the mentoring
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
program during Williamson’s freshman year of
Moore said Williamson
high school.
was a positive person in
“She stood for opporher life and someone to
tunity and the chance to
look up to.
change the direction of
“She touched everyyour life,” she said.
body,” Moore said. “She
During another pornever had a negative
tion of the march, people
vibe. I know she’d like
in the crowd released
the fact that we are doing
balloons to represent
this.”
love being sent to WilWilliamson’s
cousin
liamson.
Kenyatta Drake thought
Her parents held a
of the idea to
large bunch of the
organize the
balloons, which
campaign
dipped down betwo days afshe stood for opportunity fore they sailed
ter she was
away toward the
and the chance to change n e i g h b o r h o o d
murdered.
Drake hopes
Cheryl
the direction of your life. where
that clubs will
grew up, an ontake more relooker said.
— Christina Moore
sponsibility
Her
mother,
Williamson's friend
about what
Donetta, rememhappens outbered how much
side of their venues.
Melissa Lott, associate Cheryl loved going to
She began the “Have minister at Bates Me- school at WKU.
Hope”
anti-violence morial Baptist Church,
“One time, I came
campaign to advocate where Williamson’s fu- down there and spent
an end to club/venue neral will be held this the weekend with her,
related violence. Drake, Tuesday, led an emo- and it was nice,” she said.
who’s been in the enter- tional prayer in front of “They showed us a good
tainment business for 11 the Gillespie.
time. She loved it.”
years, said she likes to go
Donetta hopes that
“We don’t know when
to clubs, but she doesn’t you will call our names, Cheryl’s killer or killers
feel safe anymore.
God,” she said through will come forward.
“It really hit home tears. “We want to be
“I hope that he will turn
when it happened to my ready like Cheryl was his self in,” she said. “If it
cousin,” Drake said. “If ready.”
was one, if it was two —
we can’t get additional
Lott worked with Wil- they need to pay for this
security, additional po- liamson to start a pro- before he kills somebody
lice on the outside … gram called “Phenome- else.” she said.
This is going to continue nal Women” at Atherton
“I’ll never forget it.”

MARCH

Top: Melissa Lot, associate minister at Bates Memorial Baptist Church, leads an emotional prayer in front of The Gillespie in Louisville on Sunday. Bottom: Kelnesha Barret and Timbriah Jones, Have Hope supporters, light candles at the vigil for Williamson at The Gillespie in Louisville on Saturday. “She was funny all the time, she didn’t
ever want to see anybody sad or frowning,” Jones said. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

appealing to students,”
Hudepohl said. “He coteaches a class on the
history of beer — enough
said.”

couldn’t do just as well. He sure that I give that the reIt was a conversation with
then decided Mitchell Me- spect that it deserves.”
Dettman that ultimately somorial Cancer Center in his
Dettman said he knew get- lidified Boarman’s decision to
hometown of Owensboro ting a degree was important stay in school.
was the best choice.
to a lot of students but that
“Matt said to me, ‘There are
“I am very happy with my Boarman kept that piece of two ways you can go about
treatment,” he said. “That’s knowledge within perspec- this: You can either be a vicwhat’s so great about Ameri- tive.
tim, or you can be an inspiraca: If Barack Obama were di“If he is showing up while tion,’” he said. “I’m definitely
agnosed with cancer tomor- going through chemothera- not going to be a victim.”
row, I’d be getting the same py, then I had better be doDettman and the seniors in
treatment that he would.”
ing the same thing,” Dettman the civil engineering program
Soon after his diagnosis, said. “He’s inspiring everyone were so inspired by BoarBoarman went to his
man’s strength, dedicaprofessor and close
tion and passion that
From
August
until
friend Matt Dettman
they decided to honor
to tell him the news
him through their sethe day i die, i
and discuss his future.
nior project — the conwill have Stage 4
“Robbie was my stucrete canoe.
dent worker over the
“We always name the
adenocarcinoma
summer,” Dettman
canoe and come up
— Robbie Boarman
said. “I’ve had him in
with a theme,” he said.
WKU senior
several classes. When
“And we decided to
he told me he had
name the canoe ‘Courabeen diagnosed and said he around him.”
geous’ in honor of Robbie. It’s
was coming back to school, I
Boarman said he didn’t kind of a cancer awareness
said, ‘You might want to con- have a whole lot of time to theme.”
sider taking some time to do make his decision because
Fellow concrete canoe team
whatever you want to do.’”
his diagnosis occurred close member, Bowling Green seBoarman told Dettman to the start of the semester.
nior Joshua Amos said Boarwhat he wanted was to finish
“I had one doctor tell me, man’s decision to stay in
his degree.
‘Six months from now, you school has really motivated
“He taught me something may not be here, and you the senior class to push
very valuable in that mo- should spend this time with through these last two sement,” Dettman said. “I’ve your family,’” he said. “I didn’t mesters.
been a professor now for 20 believe them — I knew that in
“Not just for us but for him
years, and I know how impor- six months, I would need to as well,” Amos said. “He’s retant this job is, but for him, be looking for a job to sup- ally impacted our senior class
it’s a dream. I need to make port my children.”
— we’re all behind him 100

“”

“

ELLA BURNSIDE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

percent.”
As for how his treatment
is going, Boarman said that
on his last MRI, the scans
showed that all the masses
in his brain were gone. And
on his most recent PET scan,
the doctors were surprised to
not see any cancer. He said
they had expected to see the
tumors in his brain go away,
but the PET scan results were
not expected.
“I’m a very religious person,
and my name is in many a
prayer circle… with Stage 4
cancer, (the doctors) will never tell me I am in remission…
They will never tell me I don’t
have cancer,” he said. “From
August until the day I die, I
will have Stage 4 adenocarcinoma.”
Despite the long road ahead
of him —a road that includes
scans every six weeks for the
rest of his life — Boarman, his
friends, family and doctors
feel hopeful.
“The nurses in Owensboro
stood up and started clapping when my wife and I
walked into my oncologist’s
office,” he said. “My doctor
said he’d never seen results
like this. I think it took everything in him to not say
the word ‘miracle’ — but you
know how doctors are.”

PAGE

8

DECEMBER 4, 2012 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

DRESS CODE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

to be really bad, like high school when
they checked us in the morning, but he
was not repetitive about it because so
far no one has violated it.”
The College Heights Herald contacted Crump on multiple occasions, but
Crump chose not to comment, citing
a busy schedule. Crump deferred any
comment to his department head.
Andrew McMichael, interim English
department head and assistant dean of
Potter College of Arts and Letters, said
he came across the dress code shortly
after the beginning of the semester.
“A professor can’t have a dress code,”
McMichael said. “You cannot grade a
student based on that, either.”
McMichael said he doesn’t remember the exact circumstances of how he
found the syllabus, but he said Crump
was “really compliant” with the changes. McMichael said no disciplinary actions were needed because of Crump’s
willingness to change his syllabuses.
“He took it out and uploaded a new
syllabus on TopNet almost immediately,” McMichael said of the interaction
that happened in early September.

Currently, all policies regarding
course syllabuses are enforced on a departmental level, according to a WKU
Policy & Procedure document.
The policy document doesn’t mention allowing for a dress code or a decency policy, but it allows professors
to include “factors to be considered in
determining grades and the specific
weight to be assigned to each of these
factors.”
Deborah Wilkins, chief of staff and
general counsel, said she doesn’t see
the need for a dress code in the course,
but a uniformly applied dress code
could potentially be enforced if it was
directly connected to the curriculum.
“If the professor can state a valid
reason that’s supported by the department head and the dean that students
need to dress a certain way in his class,
then yes, but it’s one of those things
you’d have to look at on a case-by-case
basis,” she said.
But if a student only has the clothes
they show up to class in, they shouldn’t
be turned away, Wilkins said.
“Students come from different socioeconomic backgrounds, and they don’t
always have business attire,” she said.
“What they wear might not be up to
someone else’s standards in terms of

neatness or newness or fashion, but
it’s what they have, and we need to be
mindful of that. Not everybody comes
from a closet full of designer clothes or
from a background where Mom and
Dad put on suits and go to work.”
As for the revised syllabus, Wilkins
approved of removing the connection
between student’s clothing choice and
a graded component. However, the
wording of “decent” and “appropriate”
is still problematic, Wilkins said.
She cited the WKU Student Handbook, Sections 11 and 12, which deal
with academic disruptions and class
conduct, respectively.
“A student’s attire should only be an
issue when it is disruptive or ‘interferes
with, impedes, impairs or obstructs’
teaching,” Wilkins said in an email.
“So, if a student comes to class nude
from the waist down, that would arguably be disruptive. If they come to class
in flannel pajamas, probably not. But
again, all this must be examined on a
case-by-case basis.”
Despite the syllabus, McMichael said
he’s heard nothing but “glowing reviews” of Crump’s performance as an
instructor.
“He’s very popular with his students,”
McMichael said.

Excerpt from
original syllabus
“...guys should not wear baggy
jeans that expose underwear...
Women... should not wear extremely short shorts, low-necked
shirts, short skirts, etc... If a student
arrives dressed inappropriately,
the student must leave and cannot
return to class until dressed properly. The inappropriate dress may
also affect the participation grade.”

Revised syllabus
“While dress in college for both
students and instructor may appear more relaxed at times, students are still expected to treat the
college environment as a place
of business and professionalism;
after all, a college is absolutely, in
every single way, a business. Therefore, students should dress decently and appropriately; also, students
should remember that all classes
serve as preparation for the work
and professional environment.”

If our greatest need had been knowledge, God would have sent us an educator.
If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist.
If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us a financier.
If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer.
But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior.
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This Christmas may you see and know
how great His love is toward you!
From: Christian Faculty & Staff Fellowship
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL BREIF: LADY TOPPERS
HOST SEC OPPONENT VANDY
TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU (5-1) will meet one
of its toughest non-conference opponents at 7 p.m.
Tuesday when it hosts
Vanderbilt (6-3) in E.A.
Diddle Arena.
Vanderbilt comes in with
a 20-12 all-time record
against the Lady Toppers.
The Commodores were
ranked No. 16 in the preseason but have since
fallen after three losses in
a row to Dayton, Virginia
and Florida State.
Last season, Vanderbilt
was dropped in the sec-

ond round of the NCAA
Tournament by No. 2-seed
Duke.
This year, Vandy returns
with all five starters from
last year’s team.
The Lady Toppers are returning to Bowling Green
after taking two wins in a
row on the road against
Sun Belt Conference opponents Louisiana-Monroe and Troy.
The team is off to its first
5-1 start since the 2005-06
season, when it won nine
out of its first 10 games.
Two sophomores are
leading WKU this season
— guard Alexis Govan and

forward Chastity Gooch.
Govan leads the team in
scoring at 20.7 points per
contest.
She’s been performing
efficiently for the Tops,
shooting 45.8 percent
from the field, 66.7 percent from 3-point range
and 90.9 percent on free
throws.
Gooch has earned a double-double in every game,
averaging 15 points and
11.8 rebounds.
Tuesday’s game will be
the Lady Toppers’ last
game at Diddle until
Southeast Missouri State
comes to town Dec. 16.

MEN'S BASKETBALL BRIEF: TOPPERS PICK UP TWO
ROAD WINS TO START SUN BELT PLAY
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Toppers have played
two league opponents this
season and are already one
of the teams to beat in the
Sun Belt Conference.
WKU (6-2, 2-0 SBC) currently sits atop the Sun Belt
East division standings after picking up wins in its
first two Sun Belt games.
The Toppers beat Louisiana-Monroe on the road
Thursday and came back
to top Troy on Saturday.
Saturday’s win was one of
WKU’s best of the season

so far. The Toppers needed
a late 10-1 run to beat the
Trojans 75-71.
Coach Ray Harper said
the Toppers can have a
chance in any game they
play hard for all 40 minutes.
“I’ve been around these
guys enough to know we’ve
figured out the game is 40
minutes and we’re going to
play 40 minutes,” he told
WKU Radio after Saturday’s game. “We may have
some stretches where we
don’t play perfect basketball, but we won’t quit.”
Sophomore guard T.J.

Price was a big part of both
wins. He scored 30 points
against the Warhawks and
recorded 23 points and 11 rebounds against the Trojans.
The quick start leaves
WKU as one of four teams
in the Sun Belt without a
conference loss, though
the Toppers have the best
overall record.
They’ll have to wait a few
weeks to take on another
Sun Belt opponent.
The Toppers will face
Southern Illinois at E. A.
Diddle Arena at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in their next
game.
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SWIMMING

Rodrigues setting WKU records
TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Junior swimmer Heitor Rodrigues is in just his second year at
WKU, but is quickly filling up the
record books.
He currently holds the WKU
100-meter butterfly record with a
time of 47.14.
He’s just over a second behind
the top time in the 200 fly and he’s
under half a second away from taking the top spot in the 50 freestyle.
Last year, Rodrigues won the 50
freestyle and 100 butterfly at the
Sun Belt Conference championship.
His performance earned him the
title as Co-Sun Belt Conference
Male Swimmer of the Year.
“His presence in the pool raises
the expectations of our whole
group,” coach Bruce Marchionda
said. “He is one of our hardest
workers, and individuals see how
successful he is by working hard.”
Setting records and winning the
races was a big accomplishment
for someone who was living in another country just two years ago.
Rodrigues hails from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and spent his freshman year at the city’s Federal University.
Marchionda said he and his staff
knew certain coaches in Brazil
and that once they found out Rodrigues had an interest in coming
to the U.S., the coaching staff began to establish a rapport with the
young swimmer.
Rodrigues’ jump from Brazil to
Bowling Green is one that comes
with a lot of change.

“The language, of course, was
tough … the food,” he said. “But
those are things you get used to after a while.”
Training for swimmers is also different in Brazil, Rodrigues said.
“There’s usually more sprinters,
so the practices are shorter,” he
said.
Sprinters in the swimming world
are much like sprinters in the track
and field world.
Rodrigues’ sprinting background
plays a big part in why he’s been
successful in the 50-meter and
100-meter freestyle and butterfly
events.
Although coming to America has
brought a lot of changes for Rodrigues, the pool is something that
remains the same.
In his second year on the Hill,
Rodrigues is taking a pivotal role in
WKU’s success.
Rodrigues took first place in the
100-meter butterfly this weekend
at the Miami (Ohio) invite with a
time of 48.20 seconds.
This season, Rodrigues would
like to compete in the NCAA
Championships in Indianapolis,
and it’s a realistic goal for him.
Last year he just missed the
NCAA Championships by less
than three-tenths of a second, and
this year Marchionda thinks he’s
on track to compete in Indy. Rodrigues also wants to win a Sun
Belt championship.
“Last year we got really close
to a conference championship,”
he said. “We lost to Denver by 13
points. This year we’ve got to go for
it. We’ve got to win the championship.”
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felt empty.”
It was over.
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
The Lady Toppers hadn’t suffered
an emotion of that caliber in a long
Stanford serves were placed in time.
every empty spot for WKU, usually
“It’s hard to not spend another
sending players chasing the ball in day with those kids,” Hudson said.
places the team has never set up “They’re devastated, but to me that
before on the offense.
says a lot about where our program
“Stanford is like playing under a is right now. We didn’t come in here
microscope,” Hudson said. “They to have fun and play against a really
put pressure on you. As big, athlet- good team, we came here to win.”
ic, and talentAs an emoed as they are
tional
Lady
the thing that
Topper team
This team all
they did to rem i n g l e d
ally
control
amongst famyear has excited
the match was
ily with hugs
me because they
serve.
They
and support,
served
the
isolatcontinue to push Hudson
ball extremely
ed himself to
the limits to
well and took
a chair on the
us out of our
floor, and had
what we can be.
rhythm.”
already started
As the Carpreparing for
— Travis Hudson
dinal pulled
2013
before
Volleyball coach
away in the
leaving
the
third set, Hudarena.
son realized the magic had run
“This team all year has excited me
out and started the substitutions, because they continue to push the
thanking every player for a memo- limits to what we can be,” Hudson
rable year by allowing each of them said. “That’s what keeps me intertime on the floor.
ested in coaching them — feeling
“I was telling them that everybody like you can still do some things
has busted their butt throughout that we left out there.
this entire year,” Hudson said. “We
“I’m already (focused on next
don’t have any kids that can’t make season), but at the same time we’re
plays. I felt like they deserved the going to honor Jordyn and (felopportunity to get out there and low senior) Sarah (Rogers) for this
make plays for us.
incredible run that they
“We are who we are as a
took us on in their senior
program because of those
year.”
kids that give us everySkinner and Rogers will
thing they have in pracnow join a group of alumtice. It was the right thing
ni that have helped WKU
to do.”
build the chance for the
As Stanford served the
future. It’s a group that has
set point right to senior
answered the question
outside hitter Jordyn SkinHudson asked when he
ner, the ball made an ertook the job 18 years ago
HUDSON
rant deflection high into
— “Why not Western?”
the WKU fan section.
“There were no boostAll the team could do was watch ers, there was no staff,” Hudson
the ball and the season descend said. “I was a head coach with no
out of play.
assistants or team managers.
“It was crazy. I didn’t want it to
“I was setting up chairs and hangend,” Skinner said. “Going into the ing the net on game day. I laid cargame we knew we’d have to play pet in the locker room. I did evperfect. For me, there was disbelief erything it took to make us more
that I wouldn’t play any more. I just legitimate.”

“

“
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ANDREWS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

breaking it.”
After starting the season as one of several running backs on the
WKU roster vying for the starting spot, Andrews has become the
playmaker. He picked up 1,609 rushing yards, 411 receiving yards,
727 kick return yards and 230 yards from punt returns in 12 games
played this year.
He averaged a league-leading 248 yards per game over the course
of the season. He’ll have to surpass that by 27 yards when the Toppers take on Central Michigan, but Andrews said he’s up to the challenge.
“I want to get this win, but just to know that record is there within
reach, I’m going to go try and do my best to go and beat it,” he said.
“I know I’ll be happy for myself and my teammates will be happy
for me, too. It’s just something to bring back to the program.”
As much as he’s meant to them on the field this year, Andrews
may have helped the Toppers even more off the field.
His quest to surpass an NFL legend’s college record was a big selling point for a WKU team that was on the bowl-bid bubble. The
prospect of a longstanding record being broken on national TV
helped convince Little Caesars Pizza Bowl representatives to invite
the Toppers, Executive Director Ken Hoffman said.
Athletics Director Todd Stewart said the fact the bowl is played in
Detroit made the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl a logical point for Andrews’ chase of the record to end.
“He very well could break a great record,” Stewart said. “Barry
Sanders — a legendary, great Hall-of-Fame Detroit Lion — holds
the NCAA record for all-purpose yards and that’s a great storyline.”

went 2-10, 0-12, 2-10,” athletics director
Todd Stewart said. “That would have broken a strong man, but I think we’ve got a lot
of guys that are stronger than strong men.”
The arrival of coach Willie Taggart in 2010
changed things. The Toppers struggled
through that 2-10 season in 2010 before ripping off consecutive 7-5 seasons — a record
that wasn’t good enough for a bowl game
last year but got the Toppers in this season.
Taggart said he’s happier for the seniors on
his team than anyone else.
“I’m really excited, especially for these
seniors that have been around here,” he
said. “They get a chance to leave here doing
something that they set out to do and leaving our program in a better place. They’re
leaving their stamp on this program.”
As the quarterback, Jakes was often
blamed for the team’s struggles in those
early years.
He was even benched in favor of thenfreshman Brandon Doughty at one point
last season. But Doughty was injured and
Jakes came back to lead WKU to its first winning season as an FBS member.
The senior said the time he spent last week
waiting to find out if he would ever play an-

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

they struggled through a three-game losing streak in November.
“When we saw that we didn’t have a
chance to win the conference, we still
knew we had goals out there still ahead
for us, and that was to go bowling,” Taggart said. “That gave us something to
work toward. Our guys stopped the bleeding (Nov. 24 against North Texas) and got
the victory, and that helped us.”
The Toppers have a little more than
three weeks to prepare for CMU (6-6, 4-4
Mid-American Conference). The Chippewas, like WKU, were one of the last teams
selected.
A few notable bowl-eligible teams being left out helped WKU and CMU secure
invitations from the Little Caesars Pizza
Bowl.
Middle Tennessee State (8-4, 6-2 SBC)
finished with a better conference and
overall record than the Toppers and even
beat WKU in November, but was not invited to a bowl game.
Louisiana Tech (9-3, 4-2 Western Athletic Conference) was ranked No. 2 in total offense in the NCAA and held a spot
in the Associated Press Top 25 poll earlier
this season but was also left out of a bowl
game.

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
all-purpose yardage record
as a specific draw to the Little
Caesars Pizza Bowl. In what
better city could Andrews
break the record than Detroit,
he reasoned, the town where
Sanders became an NFL legend with the Lions?
“I felt sorry for Ms. Rebecca
(Stewart’s wife) because he’s
been on the phone with those
guys like they’ve been his girlfriend,” coach Willie Taggart
said. “He’s been working really
hard for us and all the credit
goes to him… He worked his
tail off.”
And so Stewart did the im-

probable — he sold a bowl on
Compare the decisions
taking a team that, at least on made by Stewart, who helped
the outside, didn't have much his program obtain a bowl bid,
going for it.
to those reportedly made by
Hoffman said Stewart had Louisiana Tech AD Bruce Van
been talking about WKU for De Velde, who might have cost
about a
the 9-3
month.
Bulldogs
“Westa
bowl
e r n
berth.
Western Kentucky was
K e n Van De
the team that our
tucky
Ve l d e
was the board wanted and our t u r n e d
t e a m
down a
selection committee
that our
bid to the
wanted.
board
Indepen— Ken Hoffman,
wanted
dence
Little Casesars bowl director
a n d
Bowl beour secause he
lection committee wanted,” was waiting on bids from two
Hoffman said. “They are the other games, USA Today redefinition of being a bowl- ported Monday.
hungry team and university.”
When those fell through,

“

“
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Thinking bids were coming from other win on Oct. 27 this season, and Stewart
games, the school turned down an invita- said he had a report advertising WKU to
tion to the Independence Bowl.
bowl committees in the hands of several
When those other bids didn’t come, the bowl representatives on Oct. 29.
Independence Bowl had already selected
“We were having conversations at the
another team in place of La. Tech.
end of October and early November that
Athletics Diwe
weren’t
rector
Todd
able to have a
Stewart said
year ago, and
the Toppers When we saw that we didn't I think that
were accepted
have a chance to win the played a role
because repin this,” Stewresentatives conference, we still knew
art said.
from the Little
The
Little
we had goals out there
Caesars Pizza
Caesars
Pizza
Bowl
liked
still ahead for us, and that Bowl will take
WKU’s resume
place at 7:30
over
other
was to go bowling.
p.m. at Ford
schools.
Field, home
“We’re in De— Willie Taggart,
of the Detroit because
Football coach
Detroit wanttroit Lions, on
ed
Western
Dec. 26. It is
Kentucky,” Stewart said.
the only bowl game that day and will be
The situation WKU found itself in was broadcast on ESPN.
a lot like the end of last season — both
Taggart said while it feels good earning
years, the Toppers finished 7-5 and were
the first bowl berth in school history, the
right on the bubble of bowl contention.
Unlike last year, WKU earned an invite Toppers aren’t satisfied with just going to
the game.
this time around.
“We’re not just happy about being in a
WKU had an advantage this year that
it didn’t have last season. In 2011, WKU bowl game — we’re in this bowl game to
didn’t cross the bowl eligibility threshold win it and do something again,” Taggart
of six wins until late November.
said. “It’s monumental to be in it, but it’d
The Toppers earned that crucial sixth be even better to win that game.”

“
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other game was nerve-wracking.
“I had faith but I’m not going to lie, I was
nervous,” Jakes said. “I can’t sit here and lie
and say I wasn’t. You pray on things like that
and I had faith in Coach ’T’ and Todd. They
came through.”
Stewart was the one who told the Toppers
Sunday. The news broke about an hour before the bowl selections were announced on
ESPN.
Taggart said the locker room was understandably excited when the team heard they
would have one more game.
“You would’ve thought they were that guy
that won that $500 million Powerball,” Taggart said. “They were fired up, guys were
hugging each other. I’m sure it’s probably on
YouTube by now or something but they’re
excited.”
Senior tight end Jack Doyle has been a big
part of the football team for four years and
currently ranks No. 2 at WKU in career receptions.
He said he’s ready to hit the practice field
again — he didn’t know what to do with
himself this week with the possibility of having already played his final game for WKU.
“I was bored all last week — I didn’t know
what I was going to do,” Doyle said. “Now I
get to go back and practice and that’s what
I’m comfortable doing so I’m just excited to
get back to doing that.”

“

BID
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Louisiana Tech was left at
home and Van De Velde was
under fire from alumni and
players.
While Van De Velde and
Louisiana Tech miscalculated
the bowl picture, Stewart and
WKU seized what was likely
their lone opportunity and
clinched a berth in the Little
Caesars Pizza Bowl.
When WKU takes the field
in Detroit on Dec. 26, it’ll be
a milestone moment for the
people that built the program
— guys like Jimmy Feix, Jack
Harbaugh and Taggart. Credit
can also be given to seniors like
Kawaun Jakes and Jack Doyle.
But just as much credit can
be given to Stewart, the firstyear AD, for fighting to get
them there.

It’s Our Big
FINALS SALE!

DECEMBER
3rd, 4th, & 5th

50% OFF
EVERYTHING !!
So
Can You
Hurry! Bl Have a
While Bluuee, Blue
Stock Christtique
mas
Lasts!

Not valid
on prior
purchases
or with any
other offer.
See Store for
Details.

270.904.4449
417 Park Row, On the Square
bluetiquecheapchic.com
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'Bowl-hungry' Tops get Little Caesars bid
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Toppers don’t
have the best record in
the NCAA — or the Sun
Belt Conference, for that
matter.
They might not average 50,000 fans per game
or draw a significant national TV audience.

They will, however, be
playing on Dec. 26 in the
first FBS bowl game in
school history.
WKU accepted a bid
Sunday to the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl and will
face Central Michigan at
Ford Field in Detroit later
this month.
Ken Hoffman, execu-

tive director of the Little
Caesars Pizza Bowl, said
increases in attendance
and interest in the program helped WKU earn
the bid over other bowleligible schools.
“We know that season
tickets were up, attendance was up,” Hoffman
said. “Clearly, the inter-

est is higher. They are
the definition of being a
bowl-hungry team and
university.”
In a season of big
games, this one is the
biggest. WKU (7-5, 4-4
Sun Belt) has not played
a postseason game since
beginning the transition to becoming an FBS

school in 2007.
It’s a big turnaround for
a team that looked unlikely to earn a bowl bid
as recently as this weekend.
The Toppers lost four
of their last six games,
all against Sun Belt opponents, after starting
the season 5-1 and had

UPON FURTHER REVIEW

to wait until the last hour
leading up to the bowl
selection show on ESPN
to learn if they would be
in a bowl game or not.
Coach Willie Taggart
said the Toppers never
lost their will to get to the
postseason, even after

SEE BID PAGE 11
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Topper seniors
get to go out
with a bang
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Football coach Willie Taggart (left) and Athletics Director Todd Stewart laugh during a press conference Sunday, Dec. 2 at E.
A. Diddle Arena. WKU will make its first postseason debut in history by playing Central Michigan in the Little Caesars Pizza
Bowl at Ford Field in Detroit. JOSHUA LINDSEY/HERALD

Stewart deserves
bowl berth credit
BRAD STEPHENS

ing report was in the hands of “multiple
bowls,” Stewart said.
From there the athletic department was
Todd Stewart was hired for times like the talking to several bowls, gauging destinalast month.
tions and seeing where to focus its efforts.
He didn’t follow the typical route toward
As November wore on and the Toppers’
athletics director, a job usually given to peo- season took a downward turn, Stewart narple on the fundraising and business side of rowed the search and focused on the Little
an athletics department.
Caesars Pizza Bowl.
Stewart spent his career leading up to this
And last week while WKU fans were worryjob as a public relations specialist, using his ing about whether their team would get its
skills to help market employers.
second snub in a row, he was finalTwenty years of that experience,
izing a deal to play in that bowl.
both in the college and NFL ranks,
Stewart was determined and creis one of the primary reasons the
ative in his pitches. The Toppers
2012 WKU football team will play
finished the year 2-4 in their last
a 13th game.
six games, so he pitched what they
Stewart was senior associate AD
did at the beginning of the season:
last year when WKU was turned
beating SEC opponent Kentucky
down for a bowl berth despite a
and eventual Sun Belt champ Ar7-5 record. Upon his promotion to
kansas State.
AD earlier this year, he mentioned
WKU had a perceived disadvanfootball bowl games as one of his
tage
by never having been to an
STEPHENS
main goals.
FBS
bowl
game. So Stewart pitched
Sports editor
In his first football season as AD,
what the game’s executive director,
he led the march to make that hapKen Hoffman, called a “bowl-hunpen.
gry” team to a game with a history of taking
The Toppers got their sixth win of the sea- teams making their first trips to FBS bowls.
son on Oct. 27, meaning they reached bowl
And Stewart also used Antonio Andrews’
eligibility nearly a month before they did in chase of Barry Sanders’ single-season
2011.
SEE CREDIT PAGE 11
By the following Monday, WKU’s marketSPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The 2012 Topper senior class has
been through a lot, so it’s fitting that
their final game collegiate game is
WKU’s first bowl game as an FBS team.
Of the 20 current
seniors on WKU’s
roster, several arrived five years ago
in 2008, when the
Toppers went 2-10.
WKU didn’t have
any more luck in
its next few seasons, going a dismal 0-12 in 2009,
its first season as a
JAKES
full FBS member,
Quarterback
and 2-10 in 2010.
As
now-senior
Kawaun Jakes and others integrated
themselves into the starting lineup
with little success, some Topper fans
publicly wondered if these players
were the right guys for the job.
“You’re talking about a group that
SEE SENIORS PAGE 11
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Bowl gives
Andrews shot at
Sanders’ record
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

One more game may be just what
junior running back Antonio Andrews
needs to run into the record books.
Andrews has racked up 2,977 all-purpose yards this season, good for No. 1
in the NCAA and
215 yards more
than his closest
competitor, Tavon
Austin of West Virginia.
His number is
third in NCAA history. If Andrews
picks up 274 yards
ANDREWS
in the Little CaeRunning back
sars Pizza Bowl on
Dec. 26, he’ll break
the record set by Barry Sanders in 1988.
“It’s a great opportunity, and he deserves it,” coach Willie Taggart said
about Andrews. “The kid has been
great for us, he worked his tail off along
with his teammates, and I’m all for him
SEE ANDREWS PAGE 11

WKU's historic NCAA season
ends in California
ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

STANFORD, Calif. — The Lady Toppers had a chance to add on to an already historical year.
Friday WKU (33-4) had extended its
school-record winning streak to 25
matches with a sweep of Loyola Marymount in the first round of the NCAA
Tournament — the team’s first NCAA
Tourney win.
The Lady Toppers had a chance to
keep it going heading into the second
round the NCAA Tournament Saturday night at Maples Pavilion. Waiting
across the net was the nation’s No. 2
team, the Stanford Cardinal.
In front of a crowd of more than 1,000

Cardinal faithful and a handful of loyal
Lady Topper fans seated behind the
WKU bench, the Lady Toppers had a
chance to shock the nation.
WKU embraced its underdog role.
“Play to 10” has been one of WKU’s
mottos throughout the year, and WKU
did that in the match with Stanford.
“We were ahead at 10 in the first two
sets and had a chance to get Stanford uncomfortable and extend the
match,” coach Travis Hudson said.
“Our margin of error is not that big
against a team of that quality.”
But unearned points killed WKU.
The Lady Toppers also couldn’t sustain
enough momentum to close out sets.
SEE HISTORIC PAGE 10

Senior outside hitter Jordyn Skinner spikes the ball to score a point against North Texas. WKU
won the 2012 Sun Belt Conference Volleyball Championship 3-0 against North Texas on Saturday Nov. 17 at E. A. Diddle Arena. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

